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CITY OF ROHNERT PARK 

Development Services 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 

 Special Meeting Agenda 
 

5:30 PM, Monday, March 6, 2017 
Rohnert Park City Hall, Conference Room 2A 

130 Avram Avenue 
Rohnert Park, California 

 
Voting Members:  Stephen Gold (Chair)___ Terry Gault (Vice-Chair)___  
   Gary Gutierrez___Tim Hensel ___ Katie Musick___  

 
Non-Voting Participants: 
____ Jerry Griffin, Parks & Recreation Commission Liaison  
____ Eydie Tacata, Management Analyst 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Introductions 

3. Public Comment 

4. Consideration of Approval of Minutes of January 23, 2017 Meeting (Action) 

5. Proposed Projects for Transportation Development Act Article 3 Funding Request 
(Discussion) 

6. 2017 BPAC Meeting Dates and Potential Field Visits 

7. Staff and Committee Member Updates on Previous Matters 

 Crosswalks in uncontrolled intersections and mid-blocks, collision data as related 

 Other matters 

8. New Matters for Future Consideration 

9. Adjournment 



DRAFT 

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 
Meeting Minutes 

 
5:30 PM, Monday, January 23, 2017 

Rohnert Park City Hall 
130 Avram Avenue, Rohnert Park, CA 94928 

 
Members Present:   Stephen Gold (Chair)   x   Terry Gault (Vice-Chair)  x   `   

Gary Gutierrez   x   Tim Hensel  x   Katie Musick   x   `   
 
Non-Voting Participants:  Eydie Tacata, Management Analyst; Art da Rosa, Deputy City Engineer; 

Creighton Bell, Vin Hoagland  
 

1.  Call to Order 

 Chair Tim Hensel called the meeting to order at 5:36 PM. 

2. Introductions 

 Chair Hensel commenced self-introductions.     

3.  Officer Elections for Chair and Vice-Chair for 2-Year Terms (Action) 

Committee Member Stephen Gold nominated Katherine Musick for Chair.  There was brief 
discussion about Committee Member Musick not being there to accept the nomination. Committee 
Member Gold withdrew the nomination. 

Chair Hensel nominated Stephen Gold for Chair; the nomination was seconded by Committee 
Member Gary Gutierrez. Committee Member Gold accepted the nomination. Committee Member Gold 
was elected Chair by a vote count of 4 ayes (Gault, Gold, Gutierrez, Hensel) – 0 nays – 1 absence 
(Musick) – 0 abstentions. 

Chair Gold nominated Terry Gault for Vice-Chair; the nomination was seconded by Committee 
Hensel. Vice-Chair Terry Gault accepted the nomination. Vice-Chair Gault was elected Vice-Chair by a 
vote count of 4 ayes (Gault, Gold, Gutierrez, Hensel) – 0 nays – 1 absence (Musick) – 0 abstentions. 

4. Public Comment 

Mr. Vin Hoagland asked about the construction on Rohnert Park Expressway west of Petaluma 
Hill Road. Mr. Art Da Rosa, Deputy City Engineer, said that it is the widening of Rohnert Park 
Expressway to serve the new University District subdivisions. Mr. Hoagland noted that it appears there 
would be a center median, which Mr. Da Rosa confirmed. Mr. Hoagland asked if there would be 
sidewalk. Mr. Da Rosa confirmed this, and he added that the work is to be finished by the end of 2017. 

Mr. Creighton Bell said that he has heard concerns about from other citizens about the use of 
fencing on both sides of the SMART Multi-Use Path (MUP) along the segment north of Rohnert Park 
Expressway. He has been told that the fencing on both sides makes the path feel uncomfortably 
enclosed and unsafe if there was an emergency or incident. Committee Member Hensel noted that the 
fencing along the golf course prevents access to the MUP. Committee Member Gutierrez noted that 
some segments of the MUP have only one side of fencing. There was additional discussion about the 
perception of safety or lack of it on the MUP, and access to restrooms and water facilities.  Chair Gold 
requested that the topic of fencing along the MUP be included on a future Committee meeting agenda. 
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5.  Consideration of Approval of Minutes of December 19, 2016 Meeting (Action) 

Committee Member Hensel moved to approve minutes of the meeting of December 19, 2016; 
the motion was seconded by Chair Gold and was approved by a vote count of 4 ayes (Gold, Gault, 
Hensel, Musick) – 0 nays – 0 absences – 1 abstention (Gutierrez). 

6. Construction Sign Placement and Control / Impact on Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities of 
Construction Signs (Discussion) 

Chair Gold described that he wanted to discuss with this agenda item: (1) where construction 
signs are placed, (2) when construction signs are disabled, and (3) how bicyclists are directed to 
alternate access when bike lanes are closed due to construction.  

Mr. Da Rosa explained that a construction project’s traffic control plan is developed by the 
contractor and includes where signs will be placed and how traffic will be managed. He explained that 
such plans typically address road lanes - not bike lanes – although access for all users should be 
addressed. Traffic control signs must follow City standards, but traffic control itself is experience-based. 
While it is not the intent to block bike lanes, this sometimes happens when there is no better location 
outside of the vehicular lanes. 

Committee members said they understand that construction signs in the bike lane is sometimes 
the least disruptive location, but they also wondered if contractors are aware of the impact on bicyclists. 
Committee Member Hensel asked if contractors have guidelines to minimize such impacts. Mr. da Rosa 
said there are none per se, but on large projects, the City or contract project manager has regular 
meetings with the contractor at which such issues can be brought up.  

Ms. Tacata asked about temporary “Share the Road” signs that she has seen used when bike 
lanes are blocked or being worked on. Mr. Hoagland also noted that he has seen signs that indicate 
“Watch Out for Bicycles” or similar message to alert motorists to bicycles in the construction zone. 

Committee Member Gutierrez noted that sometimes the wide bases of the signs also obstructs 
the bike lane. Mr. da Rosa said that signs are highly regulated by the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD), including the size of the sign, but how the sign is mounted and on what base 
depends on how long the sign needs to be up, whether it needs to be moved frequently, what the 
conditions are on the road, or the weather.   

There was discussion among the Committee about disabled construction signs left in the bike 
path at nighttime and on weekends. The folded signs obstruct the bike path and are a hazard, especially 
at night.  Chair Gold asked if these signs could be moved off the bike paths, especially when there is 
extended time before they are used again. Mr. da Rosa said that frequently removing the signs and 
replacing them creates additional project costs which he would prefer to avoid. There was additional 
discussion about contractor staff on site anyway to relocate signs; limited classifications of workers 
allowed to place signs; and the use of fewer signs that need to be moved. 

Chair Gold requested that staff share an example of a traffic control plan with the Committee, as 
well as applicable City standards.   

7. Crosswalks in Uncontrolled Intersections (Information/Discussion) 

Chair Gold shared additional information on crosswalks at uncontrolled intersections and mid-
block locations, which he assembled from Google maps and field visits and which could be used to 
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update the 2011 map previously provided by staff.  He said that he would continue to work on his own 
to gather up-to-date information. 

Committee Member Musick asked if there was a reason that some crosswalks are yellow or 
white. Mr. da Rosa answered that yellow pavement markings are used in school zones.   

There was additional discussion on the need to do traffic counts on streets and pedestrian counts 
at crossings to understand usage, as well distance from mid-block crossings to nearest regular controlled 
intersection and crosswalk. This information could be used as part of evaluating the locations and 
prioritizing them to be addressed with future projects for enhancement or removal. 

Chair Gold asked what the status was of the proposed rapid rectangular flashing beacon at 
Snyder Lane and Rosana Way/Capri Way. Mr. Da Rosa reported that he has three quotes as required by 
the City’s purchasing policy and would pursue the purchase and installation of the device. 

Committee Member Gutierrez asked if the mid-block crossing at Snyder Lane and Coleman 
Creek was being evaluated, and he noted visibility issues at the median. The Committee members 
suggested that if shrubbery or tree limbs are causing visibility issues, the Public Works Department 
would trim the landscaping if requested. The crossing was noted for inclusion in the list and overall 
evaluation of mid-block crossings. 

8. Staff and Committee Member Updates on Previous Matters 

A. Redwood Drive Paving Project 

Mr. da Rosa shared updated plan sheets for the upcoming paving project Redwood Drive south 
of Rohnert Park Expressway. There was discussion about Class 2 bike lanes at the intersections of Los 
Feliz and Laguna Drive, whether there could be dashed lines or green paint to indicate the bike travel 
lane and to alert car drivers to the bike facility. Mr. da Rosa said that in general, he prefers minimal 
pavement markings in intersections. Committee Member Gutierrez asked if there are guidelines for the 
application of green bike lanes, adding that it is less confusing than dashed lines. Mr. da Rosa answered 
that there are no State guidelines yet, as green lanes are relatively new and requires more study data. 

Chair Gold asked what consideration was given to adding bike lanes on Redwood Drive in the 
vicinity of Costco. Mr. da Rosa said that the transportation consultant W-Trans is conducting a traffic 
study of the intersection and the Martin Lane area, including possible lane configurations that might 
allow bike lanes. Mr. Bell noted that the inside left lane of the double left-turn lanes at northbound 
Redwood Drive at Martin Avenue appears to be used very infrequently. Other Committee members 
agreed, and additional observations about the use of the left turn lanes was shared. 

B. Other matters   

Staff had no additional matters to discuss.   

Committee Member Hensel said that there was no additional update yet regarding Sonoma State 
University’s consideration of the pedestrian activity on East Cotati Avenue to Wolf Den.  

Committee Member Musick expressed appreciation for the crossing enhancements on Snyder 
Lane at Copeland Creek.  Committee Member Gutierrez asked about the cost difference and 
effectiveness of solar powered flashing beacons. Mr. da Rosa replied that the solar is much less 
expensive because no trenching and power connections are needed, and 1 day of solar exposure will 
charge the battery for up to 30 days of use depending on how much the light is activated. Committee 
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Member Musick asked if theft of the solar panels is a concern; Mr. da Rosa replied that in California it 
doesn’t seem to be an issue, although he has heard that vandalism of the units has been an issue in some 
California cities. 

9. New Matters for Future Consideration 

There were no new matters brought up by staff or the Committee.   

10. Adjournment 

 Committee Member Hensel moved to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice 
Chair Gault, with committee concurrence to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 
approximately 7:10 PM. 

 

 
__________________________________  
Eydie Tacata, Recording Secretary  
Rohnert Park Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee  
 
 
 
__________________________________  
Stephen Gold, Chair 
Rohnert Park Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 



 

 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Staff Memorandum 

 

 

FROM:  Eydie Tacata, Management Analyst 

MEETING DATE:   March 6, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM:  #6 

SUBJECT:    2017 BPAC Meeting Calendar 

 
 
The meeting dates listed below are anticipated for Calendar Year 2017.  The topics listed are 
suggestions for agenda items and/or field visits, based on past requests by Committee members and as 
anticipated by City staff for upcoming projects.  Also listed below are topics that have been requested 
for inclusion in future meeting agendas. 
 
  March 2017 - Regular meeting on March 27, 2017 

 SMART representative (not confirmed) 
 Striping adjustments on Camino Colegio (between Southwest Blvd. & East Cotati 

Avenue) 
 

  April 2017 - Regular meeting on April 24, 2017 
 Southwest Boulevard sidewalks - project walk.  Topic requested for agenda was the 

sidewalk and bike lane conditions along Southwest Boulevard, adequacy of facilities 
considering schools in vicinity 

 (Alternative discussion: Upcoming pavement projects, opportunity to comment on 
project design, anticipated bike/ped access issues) 

 
  May 2017 - Regular meeting on May 22, 2017 

 SMART Multi-Use Path – project walk/ride 
 
  June 2017 - Regular meeting on June 26, 2017 
 
  July 2017 - Regular meeting on July 24, 2017 
 
  August 2017 - Regular meeting on August 28, 2017 
 
  September 2017 - Regular meeting on September 25, 2017 
 
  October 2017 - Regular meeting on October 24, 2017 
 
  November 2017 - Regular meeting on November 27, 2017 
 
  December 2017 - Regular meeting is December 25, 2017, but will be rescheduled to  

December 18, 2017 
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Ongoing items as Updates / “Old Business”  
 Pedestrian safety near Wolf Den Plaza  
 Bike/pedestrian access in construction zones  
 Crosswalks: Mid-block and uncontrolled intersections 

 
Topics requested for future agendas 

 University District bicycle and pedestrian connections to existing City network 
 Stadium Lands bicycle circulation 
 Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan Review (This topic should be planned in conjunction with 

the upcoming General Plan update.) 
 Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan project list  
 SMART MUP: maintenance; garbage cans and bags and pick-up at entrances; traffic safety 

issues at crossings, pedestrians walking on tracks, wayfinding, vandalism; tree planting and 
landscaping; fences 

 Road diet on Southwest Boulevard between Country Club Drive and Seed Farm Drive   
 Crossing guards near schools 

 
Requested field visits 

 Camino Colegio between Southwest and East Cotati: field trip 
 Myrtle Avenue 
 Any location in advance of project design 
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